Vasoactive intestinal polypeptide-immunoreactive neurons in the main olfactory bulb of the hedgehog (Erinaceus europaeus).
Vasoactive intestinal polypeptide (VIP) immunoreactivity was localized by the indirect antibody enzyme method (PAP technique) in the main olfactory bulb of the hedgehog. Most VIP-immunoreactive cells were located in the glomerular layer and throughout the external plexiform layer. Fewer cells were observed in the granule cell layer. At the morphological level they exhibit the characteristics of periglomerular, external tufted, superficial short axon, horizontal and Van Gehuchten cells. It should be mentioned that another specific neuronal type was found in the inner third of the external plexiform layer, which is not described in other animals. These results revealed that a high number of intrinsic neuronal types of the olfactory bulb of the hedgehog display a strong VIP immunoreactivity.